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VERITY Ambassador’s Toolkit ®erity

Welcome!

Welcome to the VERITY
Ambassador's Toolkit!

This resource is designed to help
you actively support, disseminate,
and promote the mission of VERITY
in your role of a Steward of Trust.

We will show you an overview of
the resources included in your
toolkit.

But first, let's understand VERITY ...
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VERITY STORY:

CONCEPTS
and PROCESS
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VERITY Key Concepts - Ecosystem

®eority

Approach

L ‘ ‘ Ecosystem of Trust in science

VERITY introduces the 'Ecosystem of
Trust in science’, a conceptual space
where societal trust in science is formed,
shaped, negotiated, and influenced. It
encompasses the complex interactions,
dynamics, and factors that contribute to
the construction, negotiation,
enhancement, or reduction of trust in
science.

() ‘Stewards of Trust’

() veriTy goes beyond the state of the art
by conceptualising "Stewards of Trust’ as
the actors within the Ecosystem that are
responsible for upholding societal trust in
science and facilitating science-society
co-creation.

VERITY is a
pioneering project
dedicated to

Reshaping the Ecosystem of Trust

TRUSTEE .
ﬁ understanding and
! ° . .
TRUSTER -Q 'L) enhancing trust in
A A :
science.

o0
ECOSYSTEM ~o-
OF TRUST A—P

METHODS, TOOLS & APPROACHES
TO FOSTER TRUST IN SCIENCE

“VERITY reshapes the ‘ecosystem of trust in science’— a
dynamic conceptual space where societal trust in science is
formed, shaped, negotiated, and influenced. We broaden the

scope of trust in science, including new stakeholders like v ,
companies, influencers, and peers, and build joint '
responsibility for maintaining, enhancing, repairing, and
nurturing societal trust in science.” Project Coordinator

Agata Gurzawska



VERITY Key Concepts - Stewards of Trust
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Building the ecosystem of trust through collaboration, individual

and joint responsibility

Science Production

50Ts that focus on conducting research,
producing new knowledge, and developing
scientific innovations, such as universities and
research institutions.

Science Education

S0Ts that engage in teaching scientific
knowledge in formal and informal settings, such
as schools, universities, and other education
institutions at various levels.

+ Science Communication

S0Ts that share scientific information with
diverse audiences through journalism, public
outreach, or scientific publications, such as
academic publishers, traditional and social
media organisations.

Science Policy

S0Ts that create, advise on, or implement
policies related to science, research, and
innovation, such as legislative branches and
regulatory agencies, think tanks, science
advisory boards and councils, international
policy organisations.

L
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Science Funding and Advocacy

50Ts that provide financial resources and
supports scientific research through advocacy
or funding bodies, such as public and private
funding institutions.

Science Implementation

S0Ts that apply scientific findings to practical or
operational contexts, such as industry
institutions, technology transfer offices,

incubators and accelerators.

Science Oversight and Protection
SOTs that ensure that scientific research
adheres to ethical, legal, and safety standards,

such as research ethics and integrity
committees, compliance and auditing bodies.

Science-society Facilitation and

Citizen-science

S0Ts that engage the public in scientific
initiatives and fosters collaboration between
scientists and society, such as civil society
organisations (C50s), science advocacy groups,
and community advisory boards.

We identified 8 key roles that

Stewards of Trust play.

Sclence
Production

Science

Education
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Strategies for fostering Trust in Science

Trustworthy Science

Promote scientific rigour, open science, inclusivity,
benefit sharing, ethics and research integrity.
Improve transparency on funding sources and
enhance independent research validation.

Public Engagement

Involve citizens as co-creators in research, from
design to implementation. Promote inclusivity and
fair recognition of public contributions in science.

Education & Awareness

Integrate digital literacy and critical evaluation skills into
formal education to counter mis/disinformation, reduce
echo chambers, and promote exposure to credible
information. Develop public campaigns to explain the
scientific method and societal benefits of science.

Science Communication

Reform academic incentives to reward science
communication and public engagement. Train
researchers and journalists in clear, culturally aware
science communication and crisis messaging.

Supportive Policy Frameworks

Design evidence-informed policies that prioritise
benefit sharing, transparency, inclusivity, and
accountability. Avoid selective use of science to
support political agendas.

Collaboration

Create mechanisms for interdisciplinary,
international, and multi-stakeholder collaboration.
Foster a coordinated, innovative, and impactful

science ecosystem built on trust and mutual benefit.

VERITY
proposes

6 overarching
strategies
that guide
actions to
foster trust in

science.




We explored the

interconnections
and collaboration
mechanisms

among them.

Implementation

COLLABORATION

Building

Supportive Trustworthy
Policy Science
Imoworks

Dy
&® 28

Sclence
Production



VERITY - Results and Deliverables ®cr Ly

Investigating and evaluating

Understanding Trust and strategies, tools, and methods
Mistrust in Science to guide trust Policy Briefs
Understanding the ecosystem of Creating the framework to
trust and the role of the stewards enhance trust in science
of trust

Following the process, we arrived at the project end with these results:

Deliverables Publications

Click for link Click for link Click for link 8
L


https://verityproject.eu/resources/deliverables
https://verityproject.eu/open-datasets
https://verityproject.eu/resources/scientific-publications
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VERITY IS PROUD OF:

RECOMMENDATIONS

for Fostering Trust in Science
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Check out our KEY achievements: M@ i ! Ty

VERITY Recommendations for Fostering Trust in Science

Deliverable

Title: D4.2 VERITY Protocol - Recommendations for Strengthening
Societal Trust in Science

They come in different formats: i i
Explore role-specific or strategy-specific

recommendations.

Share the Protocol and the Recommendations

Authors: Gurzawska, A., Yalaz, E., & Zamorano Barrios, M. M. SR i

Strengthening Societal
Trustin Science

on your social media by these links:
DOI: 10.5281/zen0d0.14947260

https://zenodo.org/records/14947260 &
https://zenodo.org/records/16975899.

« A structured, evidence-informed guide with 100+ actionable
recommendations for Stewards of Trust (SOTs).

* Use insights in your organization's policy,

Practical
Guide

Title: VERITY Recommendations for Fostering Trust in Science

communication, or outreach strategies.

= * Recommend the documents to your peers,

Authors: VERITY Consortium RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR FOSTERING TRUST
IN SCIENCE

colleagues, networks and other interested
DOI: 10.5281/zen0do.16975898

parties.
+ Open access document presenting conceptual foundations of trust

in science, followed by a detailed presentation of the recommendations
across the 6 strategies.
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https://zenodo.org/records/14947260
https://zenodo.org/records/16975899
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14947260
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14947260
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14947260
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14947260
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14947260
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14947260
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.16975898
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.16975898
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.16975898
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.16975898
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.16975898
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.16975898

available on the project website

Interactive data-visualization Tool M or y ty

What it is: But VERITY Recommendations can be explored
v' turns the VERITY Protocol into a practical, dynamic tool available also online:
online .

v'  tailors recommendations to who you are and what you do

. Z g:‘(‘
How it works: -
The interactive tool proposes two entry points: Science Funding Sclatics

and Advocacy

Policy

> by 6 Strategies > What needs to be done?
> by 8 Stewards of Trust roles - Who takes action?
TOGETHER => role-specific, actionable guidance

Why it matters:

v' Clear responsibilities and recommendations for each
actor

v See how your work connects with others
v ldentify collaboration opportunities _ Let's Foster

%o Trust in Science!

Think of it as: Science
. . . . . e Communication
A navigation map of trust in science - guiding every

stakeholder to their role in building a trustworthy ] ] ] ] ]
Explore it here: verityproject.eu/verity-recommendations 1
ecosystem.



https://verityproject.eu/verity-recommendations?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://verityproject.eu/verity-recommendations?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://verityproject.eu/verity-recommendations?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Scenario-building Training
for Effective Implementation of Recommendations

®eority

What it is:

v

The training’s purpose is to make VERITY’s
Recommendations for Fostering Trust in Science more
actionable and transformative, supporting their clarity,
relevance, and feasibility.

You can follow the VERITY Scenario-Building Training for Effective
Implementation of Recommendations through the Embassy of Good

Science platform.

How it works:

» The Scenario-Building Training can be used by all
categories of Stewards of Trust (SOTSs), such as
policymakers, researchers, educators, funders, or

science communicators, to create application scenarios.

» These scenarios allow users to identify enabling and
hindering factors, anticipate risks, and plan for different
outcomes (baseline, best-case, and worst-case).

Think of it as:
A flexible resource for exploring the practical implementation of
recommendations in other contexts.

the
embassy
of good
science

home themes reports resources community training about search the embassy Q_

O
I

VERITY

®erity

https://verityproject.eu/

O edit

VERITY is a three-year Horizon Europe project, which works to
strengthen public trust in science by examining the complex
‘ecosystem of trust” where trust is built, challenged, and

maintained. In response to growing misinformation, public

Explore it here: https://embassy.science/wiki/lnstruction:29d3df33-
47c2-48ad-831¢c-29279187e981

12



https://embassy.science/wiki/Instruction:29d3df33-47c2-48ad-831c-29279187e981
https://embassy.science/wiki/Instruction:29d3df33-47c2-48ad-831c-29279187e981
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VERITY DELIVERABLES:

REPORTS
and DOCUMENTS
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VERITY Deliverables (1) @ <1ty

Understanding Trust and Mistrust in Science

In this section you will find the results of our research work and efforts to
answer the question:
“What factors are associated with public trust in science in the literature?”

D1.1Review Paper of EU Projects' Results and Recommendations

Antoniou, J., & Antoniou, A. (2024). D11 Review Paper of Previous EU Projects' Results and
Recommendations. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo0.15267816

D1.2 Review Paper of Scientific Literature

Antoniou, A., & lordanou, K. (2024). D12 Review Paper of Scientific Literature. Zenodo.
https://doi.org/10.5281/zeno0do.15271287

D1.3 Report from the focus groups with citizens

Varda, C., lordanou, K., & Antoniou, J. (2024). D1.3 Report from the Focus Groups with Citizens. Zenodo.
DOI: 10.5281/zen0do.10902099

D1.4 Network Analysis Report

Panagiotis, M., Maitland, E., Antoniou, J., Yalaz, E., & lordanou, K. (2024). D1.4 Network Analysis Report.
Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo0.15274272
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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15274272
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VERITY Deliverables (2)

Understanding the ecosystem of trust and the role of the

stewards of trust

In this section you will find the results of our efforts to mobilize the project
stakeholders, raise and sustain their interest in the project topics, as well as to
ensure their engagement and commitment to VERITY's goals.

D2.1Report on stakeholder mapping and engagement strategy
Haberlein, L., & Hovel, P. (2024). D2.1. Report on Stakeholder Mapping and
Engagement Strategy. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zen0d0.15274215

D2.2 Report on community building within VERITY
In VERITY Zenodo community (from Aug 2025)
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VERITY Deliverables (3) @ ety

Investigating and evaluating strategies, tools, and @
methods to guide trust

Here are available our reports from the conducted activities related to exploring and
evaluating strategies, methods and tools for increasing trust in science and addressing
challenges of science-society co-creation and science communication.

D3.1Report on the Strategies, Methods, and Tools to Tackle Societal Mistrust in Science

Phylactou, P., & lordanou, K. (2024). D3.1 Report on the Strategies, Methods, and Tools to Tackle Societal
Mistrust in Science. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo0.15274169

D3.2 Report on the results of the focus groups with stewards of trust

Szudi, G., Bartar, P., & Sen-Buttermilch, N. (2024). D3.2 Report on the Results of the Focus Groups with
Stewards of Trust. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15276235

D3.3 Report on the Vignette Study
Szudi, G., & Yalaz, E. (2024). D3.3 Report on the Vignette Study. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15274367



https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15274169
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15276235
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15274367

VERITY Deliverables (4)

®ority

Creating the framework to enhance trust in science

In this section are published the main project deliverables that analyse and
build upon all previous findings and results. Here you will find a systemized
recommendations to the key actors for designing and implementing policies
and measures aimed at fostering trust in science.

D4.1 VERITY SYNTHESIS REPORT: Mapping the new Ecosystem of Trust in science in a changing research
environment

Gurzawska, A., Drummond, O., Zamorano Barrios, M. M., & Yalaz, E. (2024). D4.1 VERITY Synthesis Report:
Mapping the New Ecosystem of Trust in Science in a Changing Research Environment. Zenodo.
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo0.15276212

D4.2 The VERITY Protocol of Recommendations for Stewards of Trust

Gurzawska, A., Yalaz, E., & Zamorano Barrios, M. M. (2025). D4.2 VERITY Protocol - Recommendations for
Strengthening Societal Trust in Science. Zenodo. DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zen0do0.14947260

D4.3 Validation report of the VERITY Protocol
In VERITY Zenodo community (from Aug 2025)



https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15276212
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https://zenodo.org/communities/verity-eu
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VERITY Policy Briefs

®ority

Policy Briefs

The VERITY project produces 2 policy briefs aimed at informing EU
policymakers and officials involved in the implementation of the European
Research Area Policy Agenda 2021-2024 and EU Missions related to
citizen engagement activities.

D5.1VERITY Policy Brief #1: Bringing Science Closer to Citizens

Gurzawska, A., Williams, A., Fisher, E., Yalaz, E., & Nesvarova, M. (2024). D5.2 VERITY
Policy Brief: Bringing Science Closer to Citizens. Zenodo.
https://doi.org/10.5281/zeno0do0.15274230

D5.2 VERITY Policy brief #2
In VERITY Zenodo community (from Aug 2025)



https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15274230
https://zenodo.org/communities/verity-eu
https://zenodo.org/communities/verity-eu
https://zenodo.org/communities/verity-eu

Scientific Publications
and Open Datasets

®ority

Scientific Publications

VERITY has embraced Open Science principles, ensuring that its knowledge,
data, and recommendations are not only scientifically robust but also accessible and 3

reusable by policymakers, researchers, and citizens alike.

The Role of Stewards of Trust in Facilitating Trust in Science: A Multistakeholder View (Nov 2024)

Finding Out about Science through the News (Jun 2025)

IEEE COMPSAC 2025, Social Media as a Lens for Understanding Public Trust in Science (Jul 2025)

VERITY has also influenced policy debates and governance frameworks on trust in science:

World Science Forum Declaration (Nov 2024)

Fostering Trust in the Digital Age (Jan 2025)

DG R&I Thematic Report (Apr 2025)



https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10805-024-09583-y?utm_source=rct_congratemailt&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=oa_20241107&utm_content=10.1007%2Fs10805-024-09583-y
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/392682649_Finding_Out_about_Science_through_the_News_How_Specialist_and_Non-Specialist_Science_Journalists'_Epistemic_Aims_and_Practices_Vary
https://sn.committees.comsoc.org/
https://worldscienceforum.org/contents/draft-declaration-of-the-11th-world-science-forum-110170
https://zenodo.org/records/14621383
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4cbea273-19a7-11f0-b1a3-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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VERITY COMMUNICATION AND
DISSEMINATION MATERIALS:

READY made
Communication

materials

Funded by
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the European Union or UKRI. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority nor UKRI can be held responsible for them.



I'm a Steward of Trust! |
Campaign materials M@ a ty

Whatitis

A recognition and engagement badge to support your
role as a VERITY ambassador, including quick, ready-

to-use materials to highlight your commitment to our “AM A STEWARD OF TRUST"”

shared mission.

To know more about how the VERITY project contributes

to fostering Trust in Science, visit the VERITY website:

www.verityproject.eu

What it includes
PowerPoint template (editable): .
« Version A: Add your photo and personal details How to use it
(PowerPoint template).
* Version B: Features only the quote "I am a Steward of « Download the PowerPoint template from the project

Trust!” (visual in .jpg format) website here (Media Kit > Materials for download)

Event photo attachment (optional): Share a highlight from your * Personalize the PowerPoint or use the quote-only
participation in some of VERITY activities and/or events. version.
e Export the slide as an image (.png or .jpg).

* Share on social media or via Email/Newsletters. o


https://verityproject.eu/media-kit

Resources and materials (Quick links)

®eority

VERITY 4-pager Factsheet

WHY TRUST IN SCIENCE MATTERS FOR POLICY:

Effective policymaking depends on a strong science-society relationship. The VERITY Protoco

offers actionable recommendations to help policymakers as core Stewards of Trust to bridge

science,

jety,

d govemance through the ecosystem of trust in science. It prioritises

collaboration, b

it sharing, transparency, inélusivity; and accolntability.

PROBLEM STATEMENT:

The trust in science ecosystem is becoming increasingly complex, influenced by a wide range of

actors and factors ranging from evolving

fic practices and global, multidisciplinary

collaborations to technological a

vances and the rise of distributed trust via digital platformé, The

traditional ec: em of trust in sc

yst ence, once dominated by institutions and professionals held

accountable by established norms, is undergoing a profound transformation. Social media, digitat

pla

ms, and the growing involvément of diverse stakeholders, including public-private

partn

ips, intemational research consortia, Gitizen scientists, private enterprises are

redef
high U and globally, challenges persist in transiating this trust into public adherence to
science-informed policies. Current frameworks often fall short in capturing the dynamic interplay

ning how trust is built, shaped, reduced and negotiated, Whi

e overall trust in scienc

mains

55 th

between emerging actors as Stewards of Trust, the rapidly evolving research landscape, and the

influence of social media and mis/disinformation

MAIN OBJECTIVES

- Understanding who and what the public trusts in science, and how trust is built

nfiguring the Ecosystem of Trust in Science — a dynamic system of actors, vaiues, and

hanisms influencing trust in science.

- Equipping policy and sci
I trust in science

ffic actors as Stewards of Trust with actionable tools for fostering

o000

www.verityproject.en

Read it here

VERITY Generic Poster

Q erit Do we trust science?

VERITY is a ploneering project dedicated to understanding
and fostering trust in science

Objectives Reshaping the Ecos
How we make a difference?

Approach Strategies for fostering Trust in Science

Ecosystem of Trustin sclence @ Trustworthy Science (R Scioose Communication
| f s f3, memse v . B i ccun

ey Puotc Engagement

Stowards of Trust

Download here

VERITY Booklet

with Ethics and Integrity

BOOKLET

Why Trustin .
Science Matters
For Policy

Effective policymaking depends on a strong science-
society relationship. The VERITY Protocol offers actionable
recommendations to help policymakers as core Stewards
of Trust to bridge science, society, and governance
through the ecosystem of trust in science. It prioritises
collaboration, benefit sharing, transparency, inclusivity,
and accountability.

Funded by

the European Union

Download here
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https://verityproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Generic_poster_VERITY_NEW.pdf
https://verityproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/VERITY_4-pager_Factsheet.pdf
https://verityproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/BOOKLET-VERITY.pdf

Resources and materials (Quick links) M e r ’ J[ y

| am a Steward of Trust (slides) VERITY Leaflet VERITY Roll-up Banner

Developing Scientific

/ ¥
0 @ ‘(I [ / Research with Ethics
and Integrity

VERITY is a pioneering
project dedicated to
understanding and

“I AM A STEWARD OF TRUST” enhancing trust > ) DO WE TRUST
> SCIENCE?

in science.

the VERITY projt ibutes

“AM A
STEWARD OF TRUST”

Qoo @ ovesry @ overitypoiectes ) Evertyprojectes

Download here Download here Download here

23



https://verityproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Verity-A5-Leaflet.pdf
https://verityproject.eu/media-kit
https://verityproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/VERITY-Roll-up-Banner-800x2020mm.pdf

VERITY Channels

www.verityproject.eu

@ @VerityEU
@ ©VERITY
@verityprojecteu
C) @verityprojecteu

[=]

https://verityproject.eu/links

24


https://verityproject.eu/links

®eority

Have questions?




Zi<iR

In the name of all the
VERITY Consortium

Thank you!

RN Funded by Funded by the European Union. UK participants in Horizon Europe Project VERITY are supported by UKRI grant number 10039826
S .+ | the European Union (Trilateral Research). Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of
- the European Union or UKRI. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority nor UKRI can be held responsible for them.
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